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Senry  the  Second  was  crowned  king  of  England 
n  the  year  1 154  ;  he  was  an  amorous  man,  though 
i  great  warrior,  and  took  great  debVht  in  the  con^ 
<^ersation  of  the  fair  ladies  with  which  his  court 
ibounded.  The  courtiers  being  very  assiduous 
n  humouring  the  inclinations  of  their  Monarch, 
Henry  frequently  conversed  with  them  on  the 
subject  of  his  amours;  and  once  commending, 
ivith  more  than  ordinary  warmth,  the  charms  of 
I  lady  whose  company  he  had  been  in  on  the  pre 
:eding  evening,  one  of  the  courtiers,  whom  the 
iting  highly  esteemed  for  his  personal  valour^  thus 
•eplied  :— 

"  Your  majesty,  it  must  be  allowed,  is  an  excellent  ju^^ge  of 
beauty,  and  the  lady  whom  you  speak  of  is  a  charming  and  ele- 
?ant  woman.  But  I  have  a  niece  who  as  far  surpasses  her  in 
beauty,  as  she  excels  the  most  ordinary  women  in  your  domini- 
ons. Her  eyes  sparkle  like  twin  stars ;  her  complexion  outvies 
:he  lily,  and  her  cheeks  the  rose.  Her  dimpled  chin  adds  beauty 
to  the  rest,  and  makes  her  face  a  perfect  oval ;  and  her  bandrf 
ind  arms  excel,  both  in  form  and  whiteness,  the  work  of  the 
in  est  painter  or  statuary ;  and  no  language  can  dojusticetoher 
naje8f>'  'orm  and  graceful  mien." 
C^-   . 


The  king's  imagination  being  fired  by  this  de 
scription,  he  eagerly  enquired  in  what  corner  of  th 
nation  so  great  a  beauty  could  be  concealed  froc 
his  view,  and  if  he  could  not  obtain  an  audience 
that  he  might  be  satisfied  if  her  person  equalled 
his  account,  or  if  the  affections  of  her  uncle  di( 
not  blind  him. 

The  nobleman,  now  perceiving  his  error,  an< 
that  the  praises  he  bad  thought  jiistly  bestowc( 
upon  his  niece  might  lead  to  her  ruin  cooly  replied 
he  had  only  made  this  relation  to  give  a  true  defi 
nition  of  beauty,  and  implored  bis  majesty  t( 
pardon  his  presumption. 

The  king  possessed  too  much  penetration  no 
to  perceive  the  meaning  of  the  courtier's  answer 
He  grew  exceedingly  angry  ;  and  commanded  th(  !1 
nobleman,  on  his  allegiance,  to  tell  him  the  truth 

Being  in  fear  of  the  king's  displeasure,  h( 
plainly  answered,  "My  Liege,  there  is  such  t 
lady,  daughter  of  Walter  Lord  Clifford,  and  o  li 
his  ladyj  my  sister,  living  in  Go^stowe,in  Oxford'  [1 
shire.  Maoy  noble  persons  have  sought  her  ir  k 
marriage,  but  have  met  a  refusal;  her  tendeilK 
heart  not  disposed  to  love.  i 

'^x4nd  this  I  affirm  is  the  truth,  on  the  forfeiture! 
of  my  head.    As  for  the  name  of  the  fair  crcaturejF 
it  is  Bosamond;  and  indeed  she  is  the  peer lessi? 
rose  of  the  world.    While  they  were  thus  dis- 
coursing, queen  Eleanor  came  to  visit  the  king,! 
which  broke  off  any  further  conversation.  i 

It  w^as  not  long  before  the  king  resolved  to  in* 
vite  himself  to  her  father's  house,and  to  that  end' 
took  a  progress  into  Oxfordshire,  attended  only! 
by  some  trusty  courtiers,  and  was  highly  welcom-j 
ed  by  the  Lord  Ciiffbrd  and  his  lady.  Fearingi 


bis  design,  tbey  ordered  tbeir  daughter  not  to 
appear  in  hi-;  presence;  but  the  king  bidding 
jnc  of  his  attendants  to  enquire  of  the  servants  if 
she  was  at  home,  and  finding  she  was^  demanded 
to  see  her,  vowing  he  would  not  dine  till  he  bad  ; 
JO  that  all  their  excuse  of  iliness  availed  nolhiog. 
She  was  ordered  to  put  on  her  best  apparel,  and 
iJOTue  dow^n,  that  she  might  pay  her  duty  to  the 
king.  Her  blushes  added  to  her  beauty,  so  that 
it  firj^t  sight  she  appeared  in  his  eyes  like  aa  angf  l. 
3e  commanded  she  should  sif  dowo^  caasiog  her 
0  be  placed  directly  opposite  to  him,  on  whosfe 
lyes  he  so  long  gazed,  that  he  forgot  oifentimes 
0  eat. 

The  king  having  been  entertained  by  Lord 
Clifford  for  three  days  together,  he  had  several 
>pportunities  to  discourse  privately  with  the 
harming  fair,  whom  he  so  much  won  upon  with 
he  presents  of  fine  jewels^  and  other  costly  things, 
hat  he  raised  an  an  bition  in  her  tender  breast,  to 
flitter  near  a  throne,  though  but  in  tinsel  splen- 
iour.  He  also  bestowed  his  gold  liberally  on 
ler  tutoress.  Having  given  a  store  of  gold  to  the 
ervants,  he  took  leave  of  his  mistress,  which  he 
lad  no  sooner  done,  than  he  heard  lhat  troubles 
Fere  again  risen  in  his  territories  beyond  the  seas, 
vhich  required  his  presence  to  allay  and  seftle. 

The' king  raising  a  gallant  army,  passed  into 
'ranee.  The  terror  of  his  name,  so  daunted  his 
ncmies,  that  they  quickly  fled,  leaving  the  towns 
nd  castles  they  had  surprised  to  his  obedience, 
if  et,  in  the  midst  of  war,  his  love  prevailed,  and 
iiado  him  write  to  Rosamond  ;  and  after  she  had 
ercived  it,  it  filled  her  with  fears  and  irresolu- 
ions,  not  knowing  bow  she  should  behave  herself 


in  a  matter  concerning  her  fame  and  chastity  ;  hut 
the  glittering  prospect  of  greatness  and  honour 
preceding  on  the  other  hand,  she  rpsolved  to  shew 
It  to  her  tutoress,  who  had  not  been  negliorent  in 
soliciting  her  accepting  the  king's  love  and  favour, 
expecting  thereby  advancement  to  herself,  if  she 
should  be  effectua^y  instrumental  in  bringing  it 
to  pass.  ^ 

She  had  no  sooner  read  the  letter,  than  she 
smiling  said,  *^  My  dear  child,  you  may  see  that  all 
the  ha}  py  constellations  agree,  so  excellent  a 
beauty  must  not  be  enjoyed  by  a  mean  person  ;  you 
are  made  for  a  queen,  and  the  yielding  now  to 
fortune  promised  is  a  large  step  towards  a  throne. 
Lay  aside  your  blushes,  and  send  him  a  comfort- 
able answer.  Let  not  too  much  modesty  hinder 
you  of  being  the  mistress  of  so  noble  a  king.'' 

gl^This  made  her  blushes  come  and  go,  long 
struggling  within  herself,  till  at  last  this  craftyj 
matron  used  so  many  arguments,  that  she  return- 
ed the  following'  answer  : —  j 

'     Great  Sire» — It  is  with  no  small  astonishment  I  read  a  letter. ' 
subscribed  with  your  royal  name,  and  sent  to  me,  as  I  suppose,' 
by  your  hand.    I  am  altogether  ignorant  of  any  such  power  in 
me,  as  to  make  a  captive  of  a  king,  but  could  not  I  confess,  read, 
without  pleasure,  that  my  idea,  as  your  Majesty  is  pleased  to  I 
flatter  rae,  should  have  an  influence  in  making  you  a  cooqueror 
over  your  enemies.    May  it  please  your  Majesty,  I  can  not  but'^ 
interest  myself  so  much  in  your  affairs,  as  to  rejoice  when  youli 
are  victorious,  and  be  glad  of  your  success ;  but  as  to  my  being  ; 
placed  in  a  glittering  sphere,  above  the  reach  of  those  I  dread, 
I«neitl  er  understand  it,  nor  dare  I  give  myself  the  liberty  of  i 
thinking  what  your  Majesty's  meaning  may  be;  b«t  as  I  know  '' 
1  deserve  no  such  promotion,  neither  do  I  desiFeit,  so  ranch  i 
as  my  own  innocence ;  your  Majesty's  royal  goodness  is  suffici- 
ent to  keep  me  from  any  thing  intended  by  it,  that  is  incompati- 
ble with  the  strictest  rules  of  honour  and  virtue;  And  therefore^ 


filing ^ar  yotir*  Majekv*^s  liappfne&s,  prosp^!4ty,^an^  s*fe  l  e-  > 

<*  Your  very  dutiful  and  most  obedient  subject, 

''ROSAMOND," 

THe  tutoress  havinsf  got  thi»  letter  from  the 
nocent  yonnor  lady,  she  inclosed  it  in  one  written  * 
y  herself  to  thekingf.    The  king  was  pleased^' 
ith  the  letters,  and  made  all  the  haste  he  could  to  ; 
at  an  end  to  the  affairs  that  kept  him  in  Normani. 

Now,  it  happened  that  the  Lady  Clifford  sroing 
to  her  daughter's  closet,  accidentall}^  spied  the 
iRg's  letter  to  Rosamond;  at  which  beino*  ex- 
emely  surprised  as  knowing  nothing  of  what  had 
issed  between  them^  she  called  her  daughter  to 
iT^  and' asked  what  was  the  meaning  of  that 
tter?  Rosamond,  as  much  surprised  at  thstt 
jestion  as  her  mother  was  at  the  letter,  knew  not 
hat  to  answer;  Her  mother  taking  her  dlence  ' 
»r  an  argument  of  her  guilt,  took  the  letter  in  her 
jnd,  and  went  immediately  to  Lord  Clifford,  whc 
id  a  very  tender  love  for  Rosamond,  and  showing 
m  the  letter  he  was  exceedingly  disturbed,  ;  and 
len  went  to  their  daughter's  chamber,  upbraiding 
^r  with  being  criminal  with  the  king,  and  taking 
vay  the  only  comfort  of  their  lives,  who  looked 
1  her  as  their  chief  treasure.  She  kneeled  down 
id  solemnly  protested  she  was  an  unblemished 
rgin,  and  that  she  never  had  yet  given  herself 
p  to  the  kiug's  embraces.  This  letter,  she  said, 
as  presented  to  her  by  an  unknown  hand;  as  sliel^>* 
as  going  to  chapel,  not  knowing  it  was  from  the*'^ 
ing  till  she  had  read  it,  which  whilst  she  wa« 
3iQg  the  messenger  witbdr^iw,    And  npw,  my^  ^ 
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honoured  father,  I  desire  to  know  wherein  T  anc 
cr  minalj  unless  it  be  in  not  acquainting  you  1  had 
received  the  letter.    Her  faOier  replied — ''Mj  s 
©nly  child,  my  dear  Rosamand,  the  staff' and  com-  € 
fort  of  thy  father's  age,  I  am  glad  to  find  thou  arl  ) 
innocent.    What  honour  would  it  b  .  to  have  said  g 
Bosamond  is  king  Henry's  concubine,  and  for  un- 
lawful love  has  lost  her  virtue?^    The  king's  ad-  I 
dresses  to  thee  are  the  effects  of  lust,  and  not  o1  a 
love.    He  has  a  queen  to  whom  his  love  is  due  ;  \ 
and  think  what  jealous  rage  Will  fill  her  breast,  j 
when  she  shall  know  you  have  robbed  her  of  her  a 
king ;  for  jealousy  is  hell  to  the  mind,  and  a  terror 
to  the  conscience,  surpassing  reason,  and  inciting  p 
rage.    Think  then  what  thou  mayest  expect  in  thy  j 
unlawful  love.  Thou  wilt  be  sure  to  lose  thy  virtue  \ 
and  honour,  thy  chastity,  thy  reputation,  perhaps  ^ 
thy  life;  and,  which  is  most  of  all,  thy  soul,  j 
without  repentance.    If,   therefore,  thou  wilt^, 
change  thy  virgin  state,  I  will  take  care  and  firida  „ 
husband  for  thee,  with  whom  tbuu  mayest  live 
honestly;  and  that,  perhaps,  may  quench  the  firCj 
of  lust,  thy  beauty  may  have  kindled  in  the  king,  ,] 
and  make  thee  safe,  and  thy  parents  happy  " 

Rosamond  gave  great  attention  to  her  father's 
Words,  assuring  him,  with  many  asseverations,  she 
would  do  the  utmost  in  her  power  to  avoid  what 
should  be  displeasing  to  him;  but  as  to  changing 
her  condition,  she  did  humbly  beg  to  be  excused.it 

Her  mother  thereon  said — "  Uosamond,  it  would  j 
be  more  to  my  satisfaction,  and  to  your  father's,  to  ^ 
See  you  married,  for  then  I  could  believe  you  out  ^ 
of  danger;  and  you  know,  my  Lord  Fiizwalter,jg 
has  a  passion  for  you ;  a  nobleman  of  an  illustri-  ^ 
ous  family,  as  wealthy,  too,  as  most  lords  in  the  j 


r  . 

kingdom;  your  father  would  be  glad  of  such  a 
son-in-law,  and  so  should  I,  to  see  you  well  marri- 
ed ;  therefore  do  not  stand  in  your  own  light,  lest 
you  thereby  m'ike  us  both  believe  you  have  too 
great  a  kindness  for  the  king." 

Rosamond  said,  she  hoped  they  would  not  put 
her  on  courting  the  Lord  Fitzwalter^  however 
accomplished  he  might  be;  for  it  was  enough  for 
5  her  to  entertain  him  when  he  came  to  court  her. 

Her  father  told  her,  as  to  that,  he  would  take  care 
r  all  things  should  be  managed  to  her  satisfaction. 

But  while  the  Lord  Clifford  and  his  lady,  were 
pleased  with  their  designed  proposal  of  their 
daughter,  king  Henry  returned  from  Normandy, 
^  having  concluded  his  business  there,  and  made 
peace  with  France, and  with  his  sons.    This  made 
Rosamond  indifferent  to  the  Lord  Fitzwalter, 
who,  by  permission  of  her  father,  was  at  their 
^  mansion.    She  loH  him  she  had  a  greater  kindness 
^  for  him,  than  to  expose  him  to  the  king's  resent- 
^'^ment;  for  she  was  sure  whoever  addressed  her 
S)  must  suffer  the  king*s  anger.    This  was  such  a 
blow  to  the  young  lord  as  quickly  cooled  his  love  ; 
^  for  he  had  no  mind  to  have  the  king  for  his  rival. 
Before  he  went  away  he  told  Rosamond's  father 
[low  he  had  been  dismissed,  who  then  perceiving 
'^8  ihere  was  no  trusting  to  what  she  said,  resolved 
^'  to  take  another  course  and  send  her  from  impen- 
'1''  ling  ruin,  though  against,  her  will ;  and  to  that 
md,  in  two  days  time,  ordered  a  coach  to  be  got 
-early,  and  every  thing  prepared  for  a  long  journey, 
A  ind  then  calling  for  Alethea,  Rosamond's  false 
joverness,  of  whom  they  had  not  the  least  mis- 
rust,  told  her  their  thoughts  of  the  king's  love  to 
liosamond,  and  to  what  misery  it  would  expose 
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her,  that  she  aiiiJ  Rosamond  to-nrorrow  morniDj 

must^  with  ail  privacy  imaginable,  depart  iroDi 
hence  to  Cornwall,  unto  a  kinsman's  there,  nea 
to  Lancaston  ;  ibere  she  may  Jive  in  private  un 
discovered,  till  the  king's  attections  are  diverted 
or  placed  upon  feome  other  beauty." 

I'he  next  morning  Kosamond  and  her  gover 
ness  set  out  lor  Cornwall,  and  in  a  few  days  camj 
to  her  kinsman's  house,  where  they  were  we.f 
received.  King  Henry  having  intelligence  thereo 
resolved  to  have  her  out  of  their  hands,  and  there 
upon  sent  for  her  uncle,  and  told  him  he  had 
piece  of  service  to  command  of  him,  in  which  h 
expected  to  be  punctually  obeyed.  That  noblema 
told  him,  he  hoped  he  would  not  question  his  alh 
giance,  nor  the  performance  ol  his  duty  ;  an 
therefore  humbly  besought  his  majesty  to  let  hii 
know  what  service  it  was  to  do.  '*  lt  is"  saij 
the  king,  "to  go  to  Cornwall,  where,  at  yoi 
kinsman's,  near  Lancaston,  you  will  find  yox 
beautious  kmswoman,  Rosamond.  Present  h€i 
with  this  jewel  from  me,  and  use  your  endeavoui 
to  bring  her  to  my  court  without  her  parent 
knowledgec"  Her  uncle  seemed  startled  at 
command  so  far  from  what  he  expected,  w hid 
when  the  king  observed,  "  O  my  lord,"  said  b« 
''have  I  shocked  you,  then?  W^vere  is  yor 
allegiance  now 

Here  is  my  heart'"  replied  her  ^^jcle,  vvhei 
it  has  always  been  ;  of  which  your  majesty  sha 
soon  be  saiistitd,  by  my  obedience for  he 
loth  the  kiiig  should  think  he  was  unwilling  t 
obey  him,  le^^i  he  should  incur  his^displeasure,  an 
run  the  risk  ot  haying  those  great  offices  he  he! 
under  the  king  taken  from  him.    He  set  ofF^^tj 
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Cornwall,  and  found  his  kinswoman  willing  to 
accept  his  offer;  and  therefore,  without  more  to 
do,  provided  for  lier  journey  a  very  noble  chariot; 
and  so,  attended  by  her  tutoress,  and  a  few  tras  y 
servants;  he  brought  her  to  court,  and  put  her  i^to 
those  lodgings  the  king  had  appointed  for  her 
reception, 

•  Her  uncle  having  acquainted  the  king  that  she 
was  come,  and  how  he  had  disposed  of  her,  he 
went  that  very  night  to  pay  her  a  visit.  The 
monarch  seeing  that  beauty  in  its  first  perfection, 
which  was  out  blooming  when  he  saw  her  last, 
was  surprised  with  wonder  and  amazement,  Ru&a. 
raond  fell  cn  her  knees,  on  which  he  raised  her  up 
with  this  exordium:  O  fairest  of  creatures  under 
heaven  !  kneel  not  to  me,  for  thy  excellent  beauty 
commands  ail  knees  and  hearts  to  bow  to  thee," 
Rosamond  answered — ''Under  the  frowns  of  my 
offended  parents,  1  beg  protection  at  your  royal 
hand,  and  that  within  your  court  I  may  be  free.'' 
The  king  extolled  the  beauty  of  Rosamond,  and 
promised  to  protect  her,  for  they  might  as  well 
take  the  crown  ofi'his  head  as  offer  the  least  injury. 
The  discourse  having  passed,  a  short  collation 
eusued,  wherein  the  king  shewed  himself  extremely 
pleased.  After  supper/the  king  told  her,  that  in 
regard  to  the  tatigues  of  her  journey^  he  would 
give  her  no  futher  disturbance  that  night,  but 
would  soon  visit  her  again;  and  charging  her  uncle 
to  have  a  particular  regard  to  her,  and  see  that  she 
wanted  nothing,  he  took  leave  of  her.  Alethca^ 
her  tutoress,  was  still  with  her,  and  did  all  shi 
could  to  persuade  her  to  yield  to  the  king's  embra- 
ces ;  but  Rosamond  seemed  averse  to  it,  what  her 
father  had  said  always  running  in  her  mitid. 
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The  king,  who  had  two  or  three  times  visitec 
Kos^mond,  began  to  be  impatient  of  delay,  auc 
thought  it  was  time  to  have  some  close  conversa- 
tion with  her.  And  coming  one  evening  to  see  hei 
he  accosted  her  in  these  terms  : — 


I  have  hitherto  flatterecf  mjf^elf,  my  sweet  Rosamond,  thai 
you  had  an  affection  for  me  ;  but  now  I  begin  to  find  I  was  mis 
taken,  for  I  now  plainly  see  you  have  no  regard  for  me." 

"  How,"  said  Rosamond,  can  your  Majesty  think  I  have  no 
regard  for  my  protector,  in  whose  royal  court  I  live  here  secretly? 
If  I  have  been  any  way  wanting  in  my  dut}\  or  given  your  Ma- 
jesty just  occasion  for  such  ideas,  pray  let  me  know  it,  that  I 
may  better  pay  your  Majesty  the  duty  I  owe,  but  notwithstand-^^,, 
ing  what  you  have  been  pleased  to  say,  I  can  hardly  believe  your'^ 
Majesty  thinks  so." 

How  is  it  possible/*  replied  the  king,  "  I  can  think  other-  )01 
wise,  when  I  have  been  your  captive,  and  yet  you  never  go  about  " 
to  set  me  free  ?  Have  I  not  often  told  you  that  you  had  wounded 
me,  and  yet  you  never  go  about  to  apply  that  sovereign  balm  by 
which  my  wounds  are  only  capable  of  being  cured  ?    2nd  is  not 
this  next  to  a  demonstration  that  you  have  no  love  for  me?** 

To  this  Rosamond,  with  blushes  that  rendered 
her  still  more  beautiful,  replied — • 

"  Your  Majesty  is  pleased  to  speak  to  me  in  figures;  but  I  am 
a  simple  maid,  and  cannot  understand  you." 

\  h.\  Rosamond,"  said  the  king,  I  know  you  understand  me  iroi 
well  enough,  who  is  more  blind  than  those  who  will  not  see  ?  len 
But  since  you  force  me  to  speak  plainly,  know  it  is  your  beauty  i id 
that  has  wounded  me,  and  it  is  your  charms  make  me  a  captive. 
Love  calls  for  love,  nor  can  my  wounds  be  cured  without  enjoy- 
ment :  if,  therefore,  you  have  the  great  regard  for  me  your  words 
seem  to  intima  te,  sheA'  that  it  is  real,  by  admitting  me  to  your 
embraces,  and  g  rant  me  the  full  fruition  of  your  love*'* 


Rosamond,  extremely  disordered  at  what  the 
king  ^aidj  was  going  to  kneel  down,  but  he  would 
not  suffer  her,  and  said— 


111 


Kneel  not  dearest  Rosamond,  it  is  I  that  should  knell  to 
thee— only  ask — '\ 
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h  Rosamond,  interrui  ting  hini;  said — 

Ask  for  my  life,  great  sir,  arid  you  shall  Lave  it,  or  any  thing 
that  is  in  my  power  to  give,  but  ask  not  for  my  honour,  that  is 
Iso  precious  and  valuable,.  I  can  never  part  with  it  but  to  a  hus- 
band. My  outward  form  is  but  a  casket,  virtue  is  the  jewel, 
land  when  that  is  gone,  what  worth  is  the  other. 

The  king  was  surprised  to  hear  such  words  from 
Rosamond,  of  whom  he  thought  to  make  an  easy 
conquest,  and  was  as  much  in  love  with  her  virtue 
IS  he  was  with  her  beauty.  But  as  he  knew  that 
itones^  by  continual  dropping  of  the  water,  wear 
iway,  so  he  never  doubted  but,  with  repeated 
olicitations,  he  would  at  last  overcome  this  stob- 
lorn  beauty  ;  and  therefore  to  what  she  bad  said  be 
bus  replied  :— 

"Kings,  you  kno\v,  have  a  peculiar  prerogative,  and  more  in 
Dheres  above  the  common  rank,  their  privilege  is  to  have  many 
ives,  when  subjects  are  by  law  confined  to  one,  and,  therefore, 
lough  Eleanor  be  queen,  yet  Rosamond  shall  reign  as  well 
;  she,  and  ever  in  my  command  as  chief.  We  will  be 
.arried  ^first,  my  Rosamond,  .and  then  I  hope  you  will  not 
ruple." 

**  I  know  not,  sire,'*  said  Rosamond,  **  whether  it  be  a  lawful 
ing  to  marry  one  that  has  a  wife  already :  but  if  that  can  be 
oved,  I  have  nothing  to  object,  for  I  have  no  aversion  to  your 
srson,  nay,  I  have  a  value  for  you  beyond  others,  both  as  a  man, 
d  much  more  as  you  are  my  king  and  soverign." 

The  king  made  many  pro^riises  to  make  her 
ippy,  if  she  had  agreed  to  what  he  had  proposed; 
id  having  left  Rosamond,  went  to  Alethea,  and 
le  her  what  repulses  he  had  met  with  from  Rosa- 
ond,  instead  of  that  enjoyment  he  expected, 
etbea  told  the  king",  that  if  his  Majesty  pleased 
foilow  her  humble  advise,  he  should  not  enter  ! 
to  further  parlies  with  her,  but  that  he  should  j 
rd  a  nearer  way  to  the  happiness  he  desired,  for  I 
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as  to  be:ng  married,  it  wauld  be  both  a  dilator^ 
thing,  and  oi  no  avail  when  it  was  done,  as  shi 
intended  to  inform.  Uosaoaond^  "  But  what  is  th( 
way,  then;  would  advise  m«  to  do  said  tlu 
king.  *'  Ma)  it  please  your  Aiaj€$ty,V  saidiAlelhea 
*'tlie  way  1  would  have  you  to  take  is  this — tba 
you  should  come  into  my  chamber  to-morroi 
night,  a  little  before  bed-time,  and  I  will  leave  yo 
there  alone  till  i  have  get  my  lady  to  bed :  and  a 
I  lie  with  her,  I  will  delay  the  time  of  my  going  t 
bed  till  she  is  asleep,  and  then  I  will  bring  you 
Majesty  into  the  chamber,  and  you  shall  go  to  be 
in  my  stead  ;  and  I  doubt  not  but  before  the  morn 
ing  all  her  anger  will  be  over,  and  for  the  futur 
your  admittance  will  be  easy." 

The  king  was  pleased  with  the  contrivance 
Alethea,  and  as  a  token,  presented  her  with  a  di 
mond  ring,  and  told  her  he  would  follow  her  4vi< 
and  be  with  her  incognito  the  next  night. 

The  next  evening  the  king  came  acc  .  Mng  1 
promise,  and  Alethea  went  in  to  get  Rosai..i>nd  1 
bed,  as  she  was  wont  to  do  ;  and  in  about  an  hour: 
time  (which  the  king's  impatience  of  delay  made  hi ! 
think  an  age),  she  came  back  again  to  the  king,  a? 
told  him,  that  if  he  pleased  to  follow  her,  she  wou 
bring  him  up  to  Rosamond,  who  was  in  her  bed  ar 
asleep. 

The  king  needed  no  persuasions  to  follow  hf 
but  went  immediately  to  her  chamber,  and  the 
soon  disrobed  himself;  and  Alethea  taking  hj 
leave  of  him,  left  him  alone  with  Rosamond.  TJ 
king  having  shut  the  door,  and  locked  it  after  Al 
thea,  went  into  bed  to  Rosamond,  who  was  fal 
asleep,  little  dreaming  of  the  treacherous  part  th'^' 
Aletb^a  played.    The  king>  not  willing  to  awal 
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iSlis  charming  mistress,  lay  still ;  bat  she  awoke  of 
herself.  And  now  the  king  thought  it  a  proper 
time  to  speak  to  her,  and  let  her  know  who  it  was 
that  w  as  her  bed-fel!ow.  It  is  not  easy  to  imagine 
the  surprise  of  Rosamond  at  this  discovery,  and 
she  fain  would  have  risen,  but  the  king  prevented 
her.  When  the  morning  appeared,  the  sun  having 
av7akened  Rosamond,  she  was  surprised  to  find 
herself  in  the  king's  arms,  which  summoned  the 
iblood  into  her  face,  and  added  fresh  beauty  to  her 
c^^r  lis  The  king,  to  keep  her  spirits,  said,  ^''My 
'ear  Rosamond,  as  thou  hast  obliged  me,  doubt  not 
but  i  will  be  true  to  thee."  And  hereupon  sealing 
his  promises  with  many  kisses,  he  took  his  leave. 


For^a  time  those  happy  lovers  often  met,  and  en- 
joyed their  love  in  private ;  but  some  court  ladies 
to  whom  the  king  had  been  wont  to  shew  the  same 
kindness  finding  themselves  now  neglected  by  this 
peerless  beaut  J,  beirg  filled  with  revenge  and  in- 


dignation,  did,  by  tlieir  secret  wlitspers^  soon  sprea 
about  the  king's  familiarity        Rosamond.  ] 

Qaeen  Eleanor  being  outrageous  when  she  per  pp 
ceived  that  no  kind  words^  nor  intreaties  mixe 
with  threats^  could  wean  the  king's  affections  froi 
his  mistress,  though  he  laboured  all  other  ways  h^^ 
could  to  please  and  pacify  her,  set  her  enghies  3^3, 
work  to  fright  her  from  his  arms,  and  for  the  safet 
of  her  life,  to  immure  !ierself  in  a  nunnery, 

Fair  Rosamond  having  found  some  of  those  leif(( 
ters  that  threatened  her  life,  which  were  droppei  ] 
on  purpose  for  her  to  read,  shewed  them  to  th  |ie 
king,  who  made  such  strict  enquiry  concerning  iijj 
that  some  of  those  who  had  done  it  were  discovere  is 
by  the  similarity  of  hands,  and  severely  punished  e( 
and  many  of  the  ladies  who  spoke  detractingly  anit( 
gave  affront,  were  banished  the  court ;  insomucf  {w 
that  perceiving  the  king  was  in  earnest,  and  resoie 
lutely  bent  to  defend  his  fair  one,  they  gave  oyem 
any  further  project  of  this  nature.  a 

To  prevent  violence,  he  appointed  a  guard  t  ) 
wait  upon  her  at  home  and  abroad  ;  and  to  removni 
h^r  further  from  the  queen's  sight,  that  her  envjc 
and  continual  clamours,  if  possible,  might  cease,  hiij 
caused  a  stately  palace,  called  the  delightful  bowe  [ 
of  Woodstock,  in  Oxfordshire,  to  be  built  at  greai] 
cost,  with  all  the  cunning  turnings  and  winding  g 
imaginable,  far  exceeding  the  Delian  Labyranthii 
which  he  appointed  for  her  country  retirement.  Ik 

The  bowser  had  many  entries  and  passages  under; 
ground,  into  which  the  light  came  through  narrovo 
stone  crevices,  shaded  with  bushes,  not  perceivabL; 
to  those  that  walked  above,  rising  in  doors  in  hillj 
far  distant,  to  escape  from  danger  in  any  timelj- 
notice,  though  the  place  should  be  even  beseigedi 
and  surrounded  ;  and  within  were  intricate  maze.' 
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nd  windings^  thiough  long  entries,  rooms,  and 
alleries,  executed  with  an  hundred  and  fifty  doors* 
To  find  the  way  out  and  into  the  most  remote 
ppartments,  the  skilful  artist  had  left  a  clue  of  sil- 
er  thread,  without  the  guidance  of  which  it  was  an 
npossibility  to  be  done.    About  this  bower  were 
urious  gardens,  fountains  and  wilderness,  with  all 
lanner  of  delights  for  pleasant  situation  and  re- 
reation,  to  furnish  it  as  another  earthly  paradise 
)r  so  fair  a  creature  to  inhabit ;  and  there  the  king 
flen  resorted,  to  see  his  beloved  Rosamond. 
But  this  more  enraged  the  queen  :  not  only  that 
le  should  have  so  famous  a  place  built  on  purpose 
>r  her,  but  that  the  king  staid  whole  weeks  on  his 
isits,  and  another  enjoyed  the  embraces  she  ex- 
acted; therefore  she  consulted  with  her  sons^ 
rown  men,  how  to  be  revenged  ;  and  after  many 
lings  argued  and  considered,  it  was  agreed  amongst 
em,  that  prince  Richard,  afterwards  kingof  Eng- 
nd,  should  go  ovdV  and  join  the  French,  to  raise 
ar  against  his  father  in  Normandy,  then  belonging 
the  crown  of  England,  which,  whilst  he  effected, 
jeedily  would  withdraw  the  king  to  aid  his  sub- 
cts^  and  subdue  his  enemies  ;  and  leaving  his  fair 
istress  behind  him,  and  Rosamond  being  destitute 
her  chief  defence ;  might  be  open  to  their  plots 
id  contrivances  against  her  life,  which,  while  he 
as  present,  would  be  frustrated.    Nor  was  prince 
ichard  slow  in  this,  but  made  a  fierce  war,  beat 
e  king's  lieutenant,  and  took  many  towns,  which 
ws,  coming  to  the  king's  ears,  roused  him  like  a 
'n  from  his  den,  and  filled  him  with  princely  re- 
■ution  of  revenge.   It  is  true,  indeed,  the  different 
liBssions  of  revenge  and  love  long  struggled  in  his 
■east ;  but  love  at  last  gave  way  to  honour,  vowing 
K  love  should  make  his  revenge  more  sharp  !  and 
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<heref(^'beTe/^olvet1  t(Hgo  wi4h  a  weH-ilis'ctplined 
army;' 

TTf^  km^,firtn  to  his  resolves,  bein^  just  ready  io 
depart  for  Normandy,  v/ent^  last  of  all,  to  takfj  h\4 
leave  of  Roi^amond,  ami  io  a?;snre  her  of  his  lovei 
and  kindness.    The  kiri^  came  in.  and  found  her 
on  the  floor,  in  the  utmost  grief,  sighinj^suchbreatli 
of  5?orrow,  that  her  lips  ^hich  late  appeared  like  i 
buds,  were  now  overblown.    It  would  raise  thejf 
pity  of  a  marble  breast  to  see  the  tears  forc^  through  il 
her  lovely  eyes^  and  lod^e  themselves  on  her  red  )i 
murmering  lips,  which,  after  a  small  respite,  said —  I 
Ah  !  dearest  prince  !  how  cruel  is  unkind  fortune  i 
unto  lovers,  that  we  must  so  soon  part;  and 
presaging  soul  forebodes,  never  to  meet  again  in  this  e 
world,  if  now  you  leave  me  to  the  irreconcilable  1 
hatred  of  my  merciless  enemy/ quite  void  of  yourir 
royal  shelter  and  protection     O,  for  this  did  I  re-  a 
sign  myself  into  your  arms,  and  give  up  my  virgin  11 
innocence  and  unspotted  treasure  to  your  pleasure  !  i' 
O.  is  there  no  English  general  trusty  and  valiant  )i 
enaugh  'to  defeat  and^ourge  your  rebels,  but  your 
be:i§epar!ated  from  yourfaithful^  constant  Rosamond,  c 
and- venture  your  precious  life^  which  is  now  deareri  11 
to  me  than  my  own  ?**  is 
S  She  would  have  proceeded;  but  sorrow  for  a  time  is 
stopped  the  utterence  of  her  voice ;  and  she  had  si 
fallen  to  the  ground,  had  noxt  the  king  caught  her  in 
his  arms,  tenderly  embracing  her,  and  kissing  herjal 
wan  and  faded  cheeks  and  lips  a  thousand  times;ffi 
then  setting  her  down  by  him,  he  said — ^^FairestM 
of  creatures  afflidt  me  not  with  thy  tears  !  Dearestiii 
Rosamond,  at  my  entreaty  let  them  cease  to  flow;  8P 
and  let  not  sorrow  impair  thy  lovely  beauties  ! 
will  wear  them  on  my  heart,  nor  shall  the  rudejij 
alarm  of  war  drive  thy  imagethence.'*^  m 


T&  ihis  Ro^timond^  wi4b  her  tear»^{Sl;ilf'flo^ 
d  her  i^nowy  arms  cast  about  his  neck,  rep}iet!~-r 
\nd  why  may  I  not  go  with  my  much  loved  lord  ? 
bdress  like  a  pa^e,  and  wait  on  you  in  all  j^our 
Tigers  ;  and  when  in  the  heat  of  battle  your  life 
in  danger  by  thieatening^  sword  or  spear,  I  will 
Idly  step  between^  and/by  receiving  the  wounds 
at  threaten  you,  guard  yonr  life  with  the  loss  of 
7  own.  O  take  me  with  you,  for  there  is  no  such 
fety  for  me  as  in  your  royal  camp  ;  but  wanting' 
n,  my  life  is  death/^ 

She  would  have  proceeded,  but  the  king  inter- 
pting  her,  said — My  fairest  Rose,  you  are  not 
to  brook  the  toils  of  war ;  ladies  cannot  endure 
J  fatigues  and  hardships  of  war  :  soft  peace  and 
lightful  pleasures  are  most  agreeable  to  their 
npers;  therefore  you  must  stay  in  England's 
aceful  soil  till  I  return."  Then  calling  to  Sir 
lomas,  her  uncle,  the  trusty  knight,  who  had  first 
.'en  him  the  account  of  her  bueaty,  he  said  here 
•rthy  knight,  T  commit  this  inestimable  treasure- 
more  valuable  than  a  kingdom*  Take  to  you  a 
ong  guard  for  a  defence,  and  be  careful  I  charge 
(1,  as  you  tender  your  life,  that  none  be  permitted 
see.  her  till  my  return  :  and  expect  my  fair  mis- 
ss,  I  shall  often  write  to  you,  and  require  your 
;w«rsv'' 

Alas  1"  said  «he,  this  parting  is  worse  than 
ith;  and  I  am  afraid  my  deatJi  will  be  the  fatal 
He  of  it.    I  am  sure  the  soul- and  bo^y  cannot 

with  so  great  pains  as  I  now  part  with  you. 
in  would  I  speak  the  last  farewell,  but  I  cannot, 
re.are  so  many  deaths^  in  that  hard^^word.  Go, 
5al  sire,  that  I  may  know  my  grief;  for  grief  is 
ngaessed  while  thou  art  by  ;  but  I  too  soonshalL^^ 
BW  iwhat  absence  is  ;  itrs  the  ^un's  parting  from  ^ 


the  frozen  north,  whilst  1  atand  looking  on  somef 
icj^  cliff,  to  catch  the  last  low  circles  tliat  he  makes; 
till  he  sinks  down  from  heaven.  ( 

'^Ab,  Rosamond,"  replied  the  kin^  to  her,  ^"me-) 
thinks  there  is  much  mournful  sweetness  in  parting  ! 
that  I  could  han<^  for  ever  on  thy  charms,  and  looki 
away  my  life  into  thy  eyes;  but  I  must  hasten/ ii 
''And  so  must  I,"  said  Rosamond,  if  death  be  far  ;! 
for  this  is  the  stage  to  which  Tm  going,  from  whencii 
I  never,  never  shall  return."  i 

The  disconsolate  Rosamond  gave  herself  up  U 
sorrow  and  melancholy,  refusing  to  be  comtbrte( 
for  some  weeks  ;  and  when  she  slumbered,  she 
started,  crying  out,  O  save  me  !  save  me  !  here  ii 
the  queen,  she  has  got  at  me  at  last and  with  th< 
fright  awaked,  terrified  with  her  dreams.  Nor  wa 
it  without  reason  that  Rosamond  was  thus  afHictec 
in  her  mind,  for  all  this  while  Queen  Eleanor  wa 
plotting  her  destruction;  which  to  effect  she  en 
gaged  some  favourites,  whom  she  had  raised  to  higl 
promotion,  to  stand  by  her  in  case  of  danger. 
1^  It  being  summer  time,  she  undertook  an  excur 
sion,  as  she  gave  out,  for  her  health ;  appointing  a; 
a  set  time,  her  conspirators  to  hide  themselves  in  i 
cave  near  the  tower,  she  hid  herself  in  a  grove,  an( 
sent  one  of  her  pages,  dressed  as  a  postboy,  to  de 
liver  a  letter  to  Sir  Thomas,  the  keeper  of  the  bow 
er,  and  into  no  other  hand,  and  when  he  had  deliver 
ed  it,  immediately  to  blow  his  horn.  i 

The  cunning  device  took,  and  Sir  Thomas  wa; 
immediately  slain  by  those  in  ambush.  The  gate; 
been  seized  by  the  party,  the  queen  came  to  ih 
palace,  and  getting  the  silver  clue,  she  entered  xhi 
bower,  causing  all  the  servants  she  found  to  b^i 
slain  ;  and  in  the  furthermost  retirement,  in  a  cham-, 
ber  gilded,  she  found  Rosamond,  the  object  of  hej| 
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ate,  all  dazzling  in  robes  of  silver,  adorned  with 
ems,  shining  like  an  angel,  at  which  sight  she 
od  amazed,  and  began  to  melt  in  pity;  but  jea- 
usy  soon  reviving  the  flame  of  fury,  with  a  stern 
)untenaiice  she  said,     Have  I  found  thee,  thou 
raceless  wretch,  who  has  shamefully  taken  away 
y  husband  from  me.    Come,  lay  aside  your  gaudy 
appings,and  receive  the  reward  due  toyour  crimes* 
Rosamond  seeing  the  angry  queen  before  her, 
id  hearing  these  dire  words,  trembled  from  head 
foot.    She  fell  on  her  knees,  imploring  mercy 
d  pardon  for  her  offences,  with  a  flood  of  tears, 
egging  she  would  have  mercy  on  her  tender  years, 
d  she  would  immediately  immure  herself  in  a  nun- 
ry,  and  see  the  king  no  more,  or  else  abjure  the 
nd ;  and  if  she  had  not  deserved  to  live,  yet  she 
fi  imbly  besought  her  in  mercy  and  tender  compas- 
m  to  the  infant  that  struggled  in  her  womb,  that 
ei|e  might  li  ve,  though  in  a  dungeon^  till  she  was  de- 
ered,  and  then  she  vv^ould  willingly  submit  to  die, 
that  the  child  might  be  saved  alive. 
n|Tbis  la&t  request  more  encensed  the  jealous 
een  ;  for  hearing  she  was  with  child,  her  fury 
oke  forth  beyond  all  moderation,  when  snatching 
a  golden  bowl,  which  stood  on  the  table,  she 
ured  a  draught  of  deadly  poison  into  it,  which 
shad  brought  with  her,  commanding  her  to  drink 
e  iip  immediately ;  at  this  she  trembled,  and  begg- 
mercy  with  tears,  when  the  queen  pulled  out  a 
gger,  and  held  it  to  her  breast,  saying,    If  you 
gati  inot  relish  poison,  see  here  is  steel  to  rid  you  of 
world."    The  sorrowful  lady  perceived  there 
s  no  remedy,  but  she  must  die,  stood  upon  her 
t,  and  with  many  tears,  and  piteously  wringing 
hands,  intreated  mercy  of  God  for  her  youthful 
9  and  failings,  desiring  that  all  beauties  might  be 


warned  by  her  sad  fall,  not  to  be  proud  and  aspi- 
ring", biit  contented  witli  a  safe  condition  ;  and  often 
calling:  for  mercy,  she,  with  a  trembling  hand,  put 
the  bowl  to  her  mouth,  and  drank  the  poison,  which 
soon  put  an  end  to  her  life.  The  queen  caused  the 
body  to  be  buired  privately  with  the  rest  that  were 
slain,  and  so  departed. 

Not  long  after  the  death  of  fair  Rosamond,  the! 
kir\^,  who  had  many  strange  dreams  concerning 
her,  returned  home  victorious  ;  but  hearing  of  her 
tragical  end,  his  joy  turned  into  mourning,  and  in 
distraction  he  rent  his  royal  robe,  shut  himself  up 
in  his  chamber,  and  suffered  none  to  speak  to  him 
for  many  days. 

When  the  king  had  a  little  eased  his  grief,  he 
summoned  his  judges,  and  commanded  them  tc 
make  a  strict  enquiry  after  those  that  were  guiltj 
of  those  heinous  crimes     They,  fearing  his  dis 
pleasure,  were  so  deligent  therein,  that  most  o 
them  were  apprehended,  tried,  and  put  to  the  mos 
cruel  deaths,  who,  in  their  tortures  accused  th< 
queen,  who  was  not  able  to  bear  out  herself,  for  S(fif 
fierce  was  the  king's  indignation,  that  the  tears  am 
intercession  of  the  nobles  on  her  behalf  were  of  n< 
avail ;  but,  being  a  foreign  princess,  her  life  wa 
spared  ;  yet  the  king  not  only  renounced  her,  bu 
confined  her  for  her  life-time  to  a  strict  imprison 
ment ;  and  commanded,  if  she  died  there,  her  bod; 
should  not  be  buried,  but  there  to  moulder  to  dust 
nor  would  he  forgive  her  at  his  death.  Rosamond 
both  in  her  life-time  and  at  her  death,  was  a  bene 
factress  to  the  fjbbey  of  Godstowe,  where  she  de 
sired  to  be  buried,  with  which  dying  request  of  oB 
so  dear  to  them  in  her  life,  the  nuns  readily  comjpif 
plied.    This  happened  in  the  year  1177,  and  24f*lp 
o^f  the  reign  of  Henry  II,         ^  g 
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'King  Henrv  caused  the  body  of  Fair  Rosa- 
3T>nd  to  be  taken  out  of  the  obscure  cave,  in 
;hich  the  quefn  had  cominanded  it  to  be  laid, 
lod  buried  her  with  gfreat  funeral  pomp  at  God- 
jtow,  near  Oxford.  On  her  tomb,  it  is  said,  was 
he  following  inscription  i — 

"  Within  this  tomb  lies  the  world's  cbiefest  rose, 
She  who?  was  sweet  will  now  offend  your  nose.** 


Among:st  the  numerous  ancient  tales  and  poems 
►f  Fair  Rosamond,  we  lately  stumbled  upon  one, 
giving  an  account  of  the  manner  in  which  Kins: 
3enry  first  became  acquainted  with  this  ''pearl 
>f  English  maidens,"  it  is  a  curiosity  in  its  way. 
^Ve  will,  however,  place  it  before  our  reader*. 

There  sprun)2f  from  that  ancient  and  nf>ble 
lOuse  of  Cliffords,  a  damsel  named  Rosamond,  a 
laughter  of  the  Lord  Walter  Clifford — her  beauty 
vas  couched  in  her  name — she  was  nature's  mas- 
terpiece, and  one  of  the  fairest  roses  that  ever 
flourished  on  earth.  Fler  beauty  reached  the  ears 
pf  Kidg  Henry  II.,  through  the  inadvertence  of 
ihe  lady's  uncfe,  who,  hearing  his  majesty  one 
Iday  highly  extol  the  features  of  a  lady,  said  I 
have  a  neice.  though  but  young,  who  in  my  small 
judgment  of  beauty,  as  far  surpasses  this  lady  as 
she  excels  the  meanest  benuty  of  your  court. 
Fler  eyes  sparkle  like  two  twin  stars,  with  such 
piercing  rays  that  dazzle  those  who  venture  to 
gaze  on  them  ;  and  her  eyebrows  shine  like  jet, 
and  are  arched  like  a  rainbow;  a  sprig  of  roses 
and  lilies  are  in  hei  cheeks,  so  mixed  that  kind 
nature  never  before  made  so  fair  a  mixt>ire  of  the 
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purest  red  and  white.  Her  nose,  a  little  rising-, 
exceeds  tbat  which  Applies  painted  Venus  with, 
as  chief  ornament  of  her  beauty.  Her  lip«  ex- 
ceed the  coral  whenever  so  finely  polished — soft 
as  the  crimson  velvet,  hiding  two  rows  of  orient 
pearl.  Her  chin,  which  with  a  little  dimple  adds 
beauty  to  the  rest,  and  makes  her  lovely  face  a 
perfect  ovaL  Her  rising  breasts  are  like  two  hills 
of  virgin  snow,  and  her  pretfy  hand  excels  in 
whiteness  the  finest  alabaster.  To  be  brief,  she  is 
the  master- pif  ce  of  nature  ;  who  when  she  made 
her  cried,  'a  lucky  bit/  and  threw  away  the 
moulds,  that  none  so  lovely,  fair,  and  charming 
might  come  after  to  dazzle  the  eyes  of  men  and 
wound  their  hearts.*' 
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